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Elevans alli if offti me: dies mei fit um- 
bra decli naverunt, et ego fi icut fænum 


arui : tu autem Domine in alemun 
bermanes. | 


Palm. Ion. verſ 12, 13. 


Yes, O my God! the life af man is 
only a ſhadow; his proſperity as the 
graſs, loſing at noon the verdure ac- 
quired through the morning dew, and 
withering under the rays of the fame 5 
N ſun which gave it birth. Of thi we 
are made ſenſible every anne; be- 
loved auditors; and this we are more 
| particularly taught on the preſent ; 
e en. Amidſt this funeral 
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. covered; this darkneſs, emblem of che 


1 


pomp; in chis ſacred 1 2 
death diſplays its ſpoils ; ; the plaintive | 
| accents of the ſolemn, dirge j the ſable 
drapery with which theſe walls are 


darkneſs of the grave; thoſe  kapers, 
65 mbols of the celeſtial light reſerved for 
thoſe who: walk on earth in the pure 
light of the goſpel; this altar, the 
mournful veſtments of its miniſters; 
that tomb, where the tiara and the 
ſceptre, emblems of the pontifical dig | 
nity and of, the temporal ſovereignty, i 
are inſhrined under one pall; all, al! 
ſpeak to our hearts: every ſound vibrat 
ing on our ears, every object which 
meets our eyes, is an awful memento of 5 
our own inevitable end; points out 
he vanity, the nothingneſs of worldly 
Pony grandeur; a and convinces us, chat from _ 
_ | holineſs of life, alone; we can hope to 
= ſocure that immortal crown, in the en: 
joyment of which the ſoyereigu good. 
the greatneſs as well as the happineſs 
of x man conſiſts. Thad awful truth is 
„ forcibly 


chirafters hurled from the fu mmit of 
grandeur into an abyſs of wo; men 
who, ſupported. by their conſtant vir- 
tue, endured the ſad reverſes of life, the 
rude ſhocks of fortune; and the malig- 
nity of perſecution, with a greatneſs of 
ſoul which rendered then as conſpicu- 
ous in their fall as in their elevation: 
but where, beloved auditors, can we 
find ſo bright an example, as in the 
great, the ven erable pontiff Pius VI. 
whoſe obſequies we here ſolemnize? 
In the long ſucceſſion of pontiffs, who 
haue filled St. Peter's chair for the ſpace 
of alnioſt eighteen hundred years, no | 
one perhaps had more difficulties to 
encounter, than Pius VI. the two hun- 
dred and forty · eighth in that ſucceſſion; 
nor do the annals of the world record 
events ſo numerous, revolutions o 
extraordinary, either in the minds of 


5 men, or in the fate of nations, as thoſe. - 


connected with his reign, and with his 
firuation both as a temporal prince, 5 
a Og 
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ohn Angelo Braſchi devoted himſelf 


CES 


975 . beloved auditors, by what ſteps 
he roſe to that elevation. Born of a 
noble. family at Ceſena in Romagna, 


to W n of p29 ee and litera- 


tion, to: Ms hs ee, prong unfolded 
their treaſures: by them he was recom» 
amended to the greateſt men at Rome, 

| Where he went to complete his ſtudies, 

7 particularly the know ledge, and prac- 


tice of the law; the great road to 


honors and ty as wen in en 


followed that care: er eG wal? was intro- a 
duced to Pope Benedict the XIV.; nor 
had he been long known to him, when 

N the ſovereign pontiff, captivated. by the 5 
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to write, whilſt he . thoſe wth 
which aſtoniſhed the learned world, and 
immortalized their author. Near the 
_ perſon! of this pontiff, like another Paul 
at the feet of Gamaliel, and at the very 
fountain of erudition and piety, John 
Angelo Braſchi ſoon imbibed thoſe 
luminous principles, and that excel- 
lence of ſtyle, which qualified him aft 
wards for correſponding with 
and emperors with the dignity of Be. - 
Gregory the Great, and. writing to 
illuſtrious prelates of France, it's 

cuted clergy, and captive, monarch, with 
the pathos and energy of St. Cyprian to 
the primitive martyrsof chriſtianity. By | 
Benedict XIV. Braſchi was raiſed to the 
_ dignity: of prelate, made a canon 
St. Peter 8, and intruſted with various 
employi ments. By the ſubſequent pope, - 
Clement the XIII. he was promoted to 
the higheſt ene at > ee he 
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1 opeiglitneſs: and integrity which 
ſhould ever influence the conduct and 
actions of a man deeply penetrated vin 
the maxims of religion, and know- 
ing that the unfaithful ſteward will be 
brought to a ſevere account by the 
father of the family. Such tranſcend- 
ent merit could not remain unobſerved Wk 1 
and unrewarded by Pope Clement XV. 
who. inveſted: him with the Roman | 
purple : and on his death, which took 
place not many months after; the public 5 
voice pronounced the panegyric of 
Cardinal Braſchi, when, ſeeing him ele- | 
vated to the pontifical chair, they acC- 
Enowledged him as the worthieſt te 0 
occupy ĩt; and foretold chat the virtues 5 
and talents of his predeceſſors,” parti - 
cularly of his maſter Benedict XIV. 
would ſhine ſtill ee in the 2 _ 
oe Pius the VI. e e 
Thus John Angelo: Brach 


. 
the ſummit of ſpiritual, and temporal . 
| Honors'; 1 the ſublimeſt ſtation i in which _ 
'# man can "be Placed, as aan! in It- „ 
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And of ſovereign: 2 and how completely _ 
Pius: VI. anſwered in both the public 
expectation! As pontiff f it would not 
| be eaſy to decide what was more con- 
fpicuous in him, whether his zeal in 
the cauſe of religion, or the exempla- 
rity of his public and private tenor of 
life; but of this hereafter: as a ſove- 
reign, ſuch was his conduct in every 
reſpect, that he might juſily be ſtyled 
the father of his people. It is not my 
intention to ſpeak to you of the caly 
acteſi to his perſon even for the loweſt 
of his ſubjets; of his ears way 
opened to the cries of the afflict 
bands ever ready to alleviate their Gab. 
. ferings. Neither will 1 deſcribe how | 
_—_ was in him happily blended with 
equity, how fyerizy tempered by cle- 
mency, or his aſſiduity in diſpatching 5 
wre his liberality in rewarding merit. 
heſe, nd 2 things may perhaps 


"TE 
might be indlined to judge the perform · 
ance of them not ſo much an argument 
for encomium, as their neglect a ſubject 
for cenſure : and, although they were 
all highly conſpicuous in Pius, you 
might at leaſt imagine there was little 
| peculiar to himſelf, were your. time 
taken up with ſuch details. Of his 
conſtant ſtudy I will ſpeak to you, of 
his laborious application, to ameliorate 
the condition of his people, and pro- 
mote their proſperity. Of his exer- 
tions towards attaining that noble end, 
I do not heſitate to ſay from the num- 
ber, the greatneſs, the variety of his 
works, that the records of paſt ages may 
perhaps produce ſome example equal to 
Pius VI., certainly no one ſuperior. 
Witneſs the hoſpitals opened for the 
Aick, and the aſylums, where the help- 
leis indigent, ſheltered and protected, 
repaid to the public by the work of 
their hands a part of that ſupport they 
| thus received from it. Witneſs the 
an n. eſtabliſhed at Rome, As 
EF. - „„ Civita- 


t 


Civitavecchia, i in Umbria, in 00 Marca, 
in Romagna. Witneſs the bridges, 
witneſs the high roads from the borders 
of Tuſcany to thoſe of the kingdom B 
Naples, and from the capital to the 
remoteſt provinces, ſome conſtructed, 
others repaired, for the more eaſy com- 

munication between the diſtant parts 
of his dominions, and for the 2 | 
and convenience of the traveller. 
There was nothing for which Pius 

did not. provide, when-it came to his 
| knowledge; nothing eſcaped his know- 
_ ledge, which could poſlibly fall within 
the graſp of inveſtigation. By his com- 
mand tolls were aboliſhed, harbours 
repaired; thoſe to facilitate the domeſ- 
tic, theſe to promote the foreign com- 
merce. To the arts and ſciences, his 
encouragement and protection impart- 
ed new life. Under his foltering care | 
agriculture reared again it's drooping 
head. Plenty, in ſhort, en an | 
- - 2 9 poured on all ow ih 


(un) 
no exaggeration, beloved auditors; ſuch 
wauld ill become this place: it is a 
truth, which one ſingle fact may ſuffice 
to illuſtrate. In the two former reigns 
of Clement XIII. and Clement XIV., 
which both together ſcarcely exceeded 
the ſpace of ſixteen years, the papal 
ſtate was twice afflicted with a ſcarcity 
nearly approaching to a famine ; when, 
to ſave it's inhabitants from total want, 
corn was procured from different coun- 
tries at an immenſe expenſe: in the 
reign of Pius VI., whoſe twenty-fourth 
year had begun when impious hands j 
tore him down from his throne, not 
only no ſimilar calamity ever affected 
his 22 but he was enabled to 
w repeatedly his friendly attention 
to oyour. ee countrymen in arms, 
_ by plentiful ſupplies of all manner 
of proviſions. Such was the effect of 
the perſeverance with which Pius VI. 
applied himſelf to revive agriculture, 
as well as to every other object which 
= 8 conduce to the proſperity of his 
8 Ba . people. 
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OI It would not be poſlible, 4 in 
the preſent confined ſpace of time, to 
relate the whole of what he achieved: 
although - encouraged by your atten- 
tion, yet I have paſſed rapidly over 
thoſe works I have mentioned; others 
I. have left unobſerved: - ſtill. there 
is one, which I cannot omit . deſcribe 
ing ſomewhat more particularly ; be- 
_ cauſe” that alone would ſuffice to illuſ- 
trate the reign of the moſt power- 
ful monarch, and tranſmit his name 
down to the. lateſt pottery! in immor- 
tal characters. r 
A long extenſive craft, de ee 
known by the name of the Pontin 
Marſhes, cloſed to the ſouth by the ſea, 
to the north by. a continued ridge of 
the Apennines, which in remote ages 
(as fame relates) contained twenty-three | 
cities, had been reduced time out of 
mind to a marſh, oe caſioned by the 
overflowing of two great rivers, and 
numberleſs ſtreams running down from 
a 1 * 1. 1 bor dering hills. J 


ta 3, Oo nlp. 


the: eye could diſcern: bing but an 
immenſe, dull, watery plain covered 
with ruſhes and reeds: nothing did it 
produce to the owners except here and 
there a ſcanty fiſhery. - Under it a great + 
part of the Appian road was ſunk, ſo Y 
celebrated by ancient writers; thoſe 1 
travelling from Rome to Naples were | 
conſequently obliged to make a long = 
circuit. over rough mountains and ſandy | 
plains. From thoſe waters vapours 
aroſe as murderous as the arrows of 
death: the ſhepherd from the ſummic | 
of ſome diſtant hill, pointing them out | 
to the wandering peaſant, admoniſhed | 
him to beware how he cloſed his eyes 
in the neighbourhood of that peſtilen- 
tial moraſs, leſt _ _ be cloſed 
for r f 
Io reſtore to the: air it's — 
to agriculture it's powers, to the tra- 
veller commodious 15 acceſs, | Was ever 15 "I 
eſteemed an undertaking worthy of the 
moſt ſublime. and enterpriſing geniuſes: 
na a work. greater W than the railing: 
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tat 


of the Egyptian NOPE or the 


coloſſal amphitheatre of Veſpaſian, be- 


cauſe: the undertaking was by far more 
bold, the execution more difficult, and 


the ſucceſs infinitely more beneficial to 
mankind. In the flouriſhing ages of 


Rome it attracted the attention of ſeve- 
ral of the Cæſurs: untimely death fruf- 
trated this intention in ſome; whilſt 

others did actually begin the work, 


though with what ſhare of ſucceſs, we 
remain ignorant. In ſubſequent times 


allo, it was b eee 14 che Roman : 


genius and the magnificence of his ſtruc» 


| tures might well be ſtyled the ſecond 


Avguſtus, they reſpectivel y | tried, but 
failed in their endeavoure. 


The wide ſpreading waters, once more 
ollected together, were forced to reſort 


of ͤ th 8 eg the 8 now i 
found . 


Pius VI. re- 
fſumed tl e idea, and Pius VI. ſueceeded. 


N 


found bis paſtures not inferior to the 


graſſy banks of the Clitumnus; the 
plow ſucceeded to the oar; the ſmoke 


of habitations to the noxious vapours: 


the golden harveſt crowned the fertile 


fields; and the Appian road, the gigan- 
tic work of gigantic Rome, diſcovered 
again it's broad and cternal foundations 
to the aſtoniſhed traveller. All Europe 
admired the magnanimity of a prince, 
| whoſe courage and eee eee were 
adequate to ſuch undertakings. | 

Neither muſt another eſtabliſhment 
; of Pius VI. be paſſed over in ſilence. 
The Vatican Muſeum, if not of equal 


1 8 he: MN in of, pong exhi- 


univerſality of his genius, and the ele i 
vation Fe his mind. Pius VI. N 


towards the perfeAion of the r 


depends upon able ee To 


therefore he erected this - 
nn, ee perhaps to any which 
„%%% nou former 
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former ages might boaſt, and: derten 
far ſuperior to all modern eſtabliſh- 
ments. To this great repoſitory all 
the treaſures were conveyed which had 
eſcaped the deſtructive hands of the 
Goths, and of the Vandals; and to this 
repoſitory the earth reſtored thoſe, it 
had concealed for centuries. There 
you might have ſeen immenſe halls, 
rotundos, galleries, courts, pavilions 
filled with the moſt precious articles, 
ſtatues, baſs-reliefs, groups, candelabri- 
ums, urns, vaſes ; the refined works of 
Grecian artiſts, and the pride of ancient 
Rome, Little did Pius VI. imagine 
when he undertook that noble: collec- 
tion (who indeed could have imagined 
it?) that in a little ſpace hordes of rob- 
bers and plunderers, worſe than the 
Goths and the Vandals, worſe than the 
wanton incendiaries of the Alexandrine 
| library, becauſe uniting to ferociouſ- 
neſs of nature all the wickedneſs of 
7 cultivated. malice, would be, mr 


Oy) 


his paſtors; and anointed kings, over- 
running the fineſt countries in Europe, 
levelling to the ground altars and 
thrones, and carrying every- where 
with them impiety, maſſacre, devaſta- 
tion, and deſpair» Oh miſery! Oh 
diſgrace to our age! and yet all hearts, 
all hands are not joined, to rid the 

earth of this peſtilence, and revenge 
the human ſpecies on the monſters who + 

diſhonor it! The vigilant eye of Pius 
foreſaw the gathering clouds, which 
darkened the horizon of France ; he fore- 
ſaw the impending ſtorm, and pointing 2 
it out to the ſurrounding powers, he 

invited, he urged, he exhorted all to 
join with him in oppoſing: the ſwelling 
torrent ; to unite in endeavouring to 
fave the beautiful plains of Italy from 
it's ravaging fury: but, alas! what 
does it avail to remember his fruitleſs - 
labour; and where am I wandering 
from my ſubject? e ; 
From this brief Aten of tis 5 
works of Pius VI. you will not feel 
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ſurpriſed, beloved auditors, to learn, 
that diſtant princes and potentates 
courted: his friendſhip; and as the 
Queen of che South, hearing of Solo- 
mon's, fame, came to admire his wif 
dom, and the grandeur of his works; 
ſo emperors, and princes from all quar- 
ters of Europe. repaired to Rome, to 
ſee in Rome ſomething greater than 
Rome itſelf. A man advanced in years, 
uniting the experience of age with all 
the vivacity and enterpriſing genius of 
youth; the charms of the moſt faſci- 
.nating, and dignified figure, e, with all 
the improvements of the moſt culti- 
vated: mind; all the elevation of ſoul, 
and the magnanimity of a temporal 
ſovereign, with the meekneſß, and piety 
of, an. e. The two German em 


5 4 bo 5 


tim ene to ee 3 ; 
Ferdinar has he king of the two n. 


(ww) 


the "courageous reviver in Italy of the 
preſent conteſt for reſtoring religion 
and ſocial order; the royal brothers; 
and offspring of your auguſt monarch; 
not more renowned for the wiſdom 
and dignity with which he ſways the 
ſceptre, than loved and revered for the 
virtues which adorn his domeſtic life; 
all theſe and others viſited Rome, viſit- 
ed Pius VI.; and found in Rome a 
? prince, a pontiff ſtill greater than his 
fame. And Paul I., the ruler, and 
arbiter of the Ruſſian empire, who, not 
from a ſenſe of danger, becauſe ſecure 
in his power, nor from a deſire of con- 
queſt, becauſe already poſſeſſed of more 
than the human heart can wiſh, nor 
from ambition of glory,” becauſe too 
inferior an object to a mind fo truly 
elevated; but actuated by the ſublimeſt 
motives which can animate the breaſt 
of man, thoſe of reſtoring dethroned | 
monarchs to their kingdoms, giving 
peace to nations, peace to chriſtianity ; 
y . his fleets and his legions from 
* !.. 


6 
the Propontis and the Glacial Sea to the 
very ocean, and from the banks of the 
Neva and the Nieper to thoſe of the Po 
and the Rhine; he the emperor Paul 
viſiting, like another Telemachus, vari- 
ous cities, and Rome amongſt the reſt, 
ſaw, and loved Pius VI.; and Pius VI. 
gave him admiration for admiration, 
love for love. Scarcely a day paſſed 
without ſome mark of their mutual 
regard, and affection: and after Paul's 
departure, how often, and with what 
tenderneſs, did Pius recollect the charms 
of thoſe interviews; how often did he 
expatiate on the virtues of his imperial 
gueſt, and the glory which would one 
day ſurround his throne! as if a ſecret 
voice, ſpeaking to his heart, had fore- 
told to him, that the time was not far 
off, when the emperor Paul would 
thine forth one of the great cooperators, 
jf not in reſcuing him from the hands 
of his perſecutors, i in rendering at leaſt 
to his ſucceſſor. what violence and. 1 . 
e ae ſelf. 


Where, however, is the wonder, my 
beloved auditors, that eye-witneſles were 
captivated by the ſight of Pius VI., or 

that princes from diſtant countries, who 
looked up to him as the ſupreme pontiff, 
| ſhould revere in him the maſter, and 
diſpenſer of the faith they profeſſed ? 

Even thoſe who had never ſeen the 

greatneſs of the works, which ſurround- 

ed his throne, nor the ſplendor of the 
virtues, which adorned his perſon; 
even thoſe who were not united to him 

"I by the ſacred ties of the fame religion; 

they alſo repeatedly offered to Pius VI. 

teſtimonies of their admiration. Cathe- 

therine the renowned empreſs of Ruſſia, 

Frederick the king of Pruflia, not leſs 

famed for the wiſdom of his govern- 

ment, than for his martial achieve- 

ments, the firſt legiſlators of independ- 
ent America, all theſe conſulted him; 
according to his directions, and by his 
laws, the religious conduct and concerns 
of their catholic ſubjects were univer- 
 fally regulated. es proof 


of their conviftion, that no human 
form of ſociety can ſubſiſt without reli- 


gion; and that religion cannot be ſuf 
tained when deprived of it's proper 


guides: a ſtriking mark likewiſe of that 
reſpect with which the virtues of the 
Roman pontiff, his wiſdom, his piety, 


his attention to the diſcharge of his paſ- 


toral duties, more than the ſplendor of 
a throne, or the applauſes of ſurround- 
ing nations, had inſpired all, to whom 


their fame had reached, however ſepa- 


rated from Pius VI., by diſtance of 


place, or diverſity of religious berls- 
| ſion. s FS» 0 e 


Tes, great dt in vain ſhould 1 


f praiſe i in thee the gifts of nature, the 
endowments of education, the luſtre of 
y worldly preeminence, if I did not fee 


them outſhoned by the gifts of grace, 


which render man a favorite of heaven. 
: Hadſt thou by the mightineſs of thy 10 
arm conquered kingdoms, and ſub- 
14 dued nations; in vain Fmt T ſhed 


b 


( 2a ) 

I ſtrew thy tomb with flowers; in vain 
ſhould I raiſe a cenotaph to thy memory, 
immortal Pius. In vain. would you, 
my beloved brethren, deplore with me, 
and compaſſionate his unhappy fate, 
dying in a foreign land, bereft of every 
human relief and comfort, if the ſoul 
f of the departed ſovereign were carried 

off with unrepented guilt, before the 
awful tribunal of divine juſtice, and 
| ſentenced to eternal darkneſs, and end- 
leſs torments. Much leſs, placed as I 
am between this tomb, and the altar, 
would I enlarge upon fictitious virtues 
in a pontiff of Chriſt, if his life had not 
been invariably conformable to the laws 
of his bleſſed Maſter. $8 
| My beloyed auditors, if pius VL left 

nothing undone as a ſovereign, to pro- 


mote the temporal happineſs of his ſub· 


l jects ; no leſs was he anxious as pope, 
to lead the immenſe flock intruſted to 
: his care to the attainment of the ſupreme 

| and everlaſting ; good. | Reflect, my bre- 
2 thren, o on the f importance of the office 
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to direct them in the practice of it's 
laws; to guard them from the in- 


it's divine maſter Jeſus Chriſt, through 


— 


q 24 'Y 
** an univerſal paſtor, and conſider it's 


duties: you will then eaſily perſuade 
yourſelves, that as no office can be 
found greater, and more ſublime, ſo 


nothing is more difficult, than the per- 


fect accompliſhment of all the parts 
connected with it: To inſtruct his 


flock in. the holy maxims of religion ; 


ſidious novelty of doctrines; to reſiſt 
the attempts of bold invaders; to en- 
courage the timid, to guide the doubt- 

ful, to correct the erring ; to cukivate, - 


in one word, to confirm, to promulgate 


the religion tranſmitted to him from 


a long uninterrupted ſeries of his vi- 


cars; theſe 1 conceive to be the duties 
_ Incumbent on a Pope. Think there- 


fore of what virtue the man muſt be. 
poſſeſſed, to whom ſo great a taſk is 


. committed. Judge with what zeal he 
muſt. be endowed: with what wiſdom ; 
wow what. enn vn Fer 
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Arctic to the Antarctic Pole, may atteſt 
it, whence numberleſs youths were in- 
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it MI? as yet wad; iſtant 
out tries . ſpeak,” as 5 divided as 


He care new | biſhoprics were eee 


ina; India, Ethiopia, nations from the 


vited to e, and inſtructed there 
under the watchful eye of Pius; to 
* from u , and 2 over 1 


che comforts of religion. . his nigh 
faith, and of his 3 in holding 
firm the ancient. ſacred land- mark of 
the church, what more ſtriking inſtance 


can I point out to you, than the cou- 


rage, and the ſteadineſs, with which be 
refiſied the hep n an inno 
| piwenage* of b ov ara Of his. 
fo what — te- 


i 4 ba WP "0 5 LINES EVE; _ 4 : 55 1 „ 5 ; 
4+ ; | A 4 : | ZÞ y *. n 1 £ 3 Fi os ; 5 by : Sy 4 8 1 2 1 25 . : 5 8 F 2 = 


0 uy LS: 

need not name them: al Europe if 
witneſs. And of the extent of his do- 
trine and erüdition, his writings will 
remain a monument to future ages: 
whilſt the preſent will ever n. 
rhe dignified fluency of his ſpeech, wor- 

he of the Gregory's and the Leo's, 
Many things I purpoſely leave un- 
ſaid; for to commemorate all, would 
require mach more time than the pre- 
ſent occaſion affords. Beſides, to whom 
is that anxious charity eee with 
which he looked after, and recalled his 
ſtraying children, and the fond tender- 
neſs wick which he met them. returning 
do his boſom? Who has not heard of his 
attention to render the em of the 
75 My Ser their vocation, by 
5 ninarie and eee ran 
. cheir eee deſtit nation, cal « 5 b 
3 Pn! young men in the ſoundneſs of 
daoctrine, and in the habits of a virtuous 
ee of ** Peg ME: wineſſed | 
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— of a n People docking | 
in crowds from all parts, to behold the 
Vicar of Chriſt, covered the roads, the 
fields, and the adjacent hills: he mo- 
deſtly moved along like a beneficent 
ſtar, ſhedding around it's genial influ- 
ence: the acclamations, and the ble. 
ſings of nations followed his ſteps. 
Wherever he paſſed, in every part of 
German y which he viſited, the venera- 
ble dignity of his countenance, the 
mildneſs of his manners, the ardor of , 
his charity, his, wiſdom, his modeſty, 
| his piety ſtruck every hours with won- 
der every breaſt was inſpired with a 

| > of ' veneration, and love for 
hat religion, of which t y ſaw-in Pius 
tit bright a an x example. . 6 Oh: virtue! + 
2 is thy power! In the. very place 
where the laſt fatal ſeparation fromthe 
univerſal church was firſt proclaimed; "oy 
1 fame place, within the precinct = 

er walls, the Principal men 

of that congregation, at the ſight. „ 13 8 
1 ius broke out in e . 
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1 15 
tions of admiration, and in effuſion of 
praiſes to the Roman pontiff, After 


his departure, a monument was erect - 
ed for the tranſmiſſion to poſterity of 
the memory of chat event; an everlaſt- 
ing teſtimony of the deep impreſſion 
which the virtues of Pius had engraven 
on their minds. This monument they 
ſhew to the paſſenger, re echoing their 
encomiums at every line. 


After this ſketch of the character of 
Pius VI.; a ſketch indeed, for to relate 
all his actions would require as many 
orations as the days of his life, of which 
every one was diſtinguiſhed by the ex- 
erciſe of ſome particular virtue; you 
will be ſurpriſed, beloved Chriſtians, 
| that ſo ſanctified a tenor of life could 
not eſcape the attacks of the molt 
virulent cenſure ; 5 1 mean the work 
of a concealed author, of which 
perhaps you have heard; one of the 
preſents which regenerated. France 
ſends over, for the inſtruction, and 
edification of en Britain. But what 
ö ü wonder, 


„„ 
wonder, that impiety fhould be in- 
cenſed againſt rehgion,. vice againſt. 
virtue? Then, which is the virtue, 
however great, and confpicuous, which 
may not through: flanderous malice be 
branded wich the name of it's oppoſite 
vice? Nay, the more it is ſublime, and 
exalted, the more it is ſubject to be 
miſrepreſented, and vilified. Thus the 

prudence of Pius, he calls puſillanimi- 
ty; his moderation, timidity; his con- 
ciliating diſpoſition, duplicity ; his 
munificence, vanity ; his firmneſs in 
aſſerting the ancient rights of his crown, 
arrogance; his fortitude, obſtinacy ; 
and: that very ſerenity and peace of 
mind inſeparable from conſcious inno- 
cence, which rendered him ſuperior to 
the frowns as well as to the ſmiles of 
fortune, he att ributes to inſenſibility, 
Where is' the man, where the hero of 
this, or of the remoteſt age, the moſt 
famous in ſacred: or profane hiſtory, 
Who, weighed in ſuch a ſcale, might 
not "oe" "ve overwhelmed, and 
branded 
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branded as the loweſt of men? And 


who is this inſolent cenſor, who aſſumes 
to himſelf God's on prerogative, the 


right to ſcrutinize the hearts of men; : 


and to judge them, not from their ac- 


tions, but from their intentions? . 


But great is the power of truth 3 
ſimilar to the piercing ray of the 
ſun, nothing can obſtruct it's light. 


Pardon, venerable Pius, if in the midſt 


lowed rites, with the words of an 


impious ſlanderer; but no greater pa- 


negyric could I pronounce of thee, 7 
as a pontiff, and as a ſovereign, than 


what the power of truth has forced 


e the very pen of thy declared 
eee "ME roman his own. | 


plekigs an pn Prog of - the gen ra k = 
eſteem, through the regularity of his: > 
conduct: when promoted to the Roman 


| purple, he never varied from himſelf; 
; after his hn, to the Pontifical = 


chair, 


2 8 


1 


4 


chair, all his time was divided beet 
his religious duties, his cabinet, his mu- 
ſeum, and the Vatican library. Al- 
though narrowly watched, his purity 
was never ſuſpected of the ſmalleſt 
ſtain; he went but little abroad; in- 
dulged himſelf with no recreations, not 
even thoſe which the graveſt men ſuffer 
themſelves to er as a relaxation 
from their toils. Giving himſelf to- 
tally up to ſerious occupations, or the 
functions of his ſtate; his only gratifi- 
cation was to viſit almoſt annually, for 
a ſhort time, the Pontin Marſhes.” 
Tou have heard, beloved auditors: 
thus of Pius VI. ſpeaks Pius VIth's baſe 
detractor, Pius VIth's enemy. What 
greater praiſe could he have expected 
from his deareſt friend, ot his gteateſt 
admirer? What more could a St, John 
Chryſoſtom have ſaid; to delineate the 
model of a perfect pontiff; or a Cicero, to 
deſe be the image of a perfect ſovereign? 5 
For, if the conſtant tenor of an unſpotted 
tre, with an affiduous attetitiofh to the 
co * 5 en 
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| punctual diſcharge of the paſtoral du- 


ties, do not conſtitute a perfect pon- 
tiff; if an unceaſing application to pro- 
mote the welfare of his ſubjects, does 
not exhibit a perfect ſovereign; if mak- 
ing the happineſs of their people the 
object even of their hours of relaxation, 
does not exalt both to ſomething more 


than mortal; where is the man, who 


dares cenſure pontiffs and kings in the 


performance of the functions incident 
to their ſtations; ſince he muſt confeſs, 
that their diſcharge is far beyond 


the extent of any - earthly capacity, 
far above the reach of . human 


| exertion ? ? 


But you will aſk what could induce 


this man ſo to belie himſelf, extolling 
Pius VI. as the higheſt of characters, and 
with the ſame breath vilifying him as the 
loweſt of men. The queſtion is natural, 
and equally ſimple the ſolution. - Truth 

extorted from his lips the confeſſion of 
the virtues of Pius; his hatred to reli- 
A gion, and to all civil and eccleſiaſtical 


auth ority, 


t 1 * 


authority, inflamed his rage againſt 
this champion of our faith, whoſe con- 
duct reflected on both ſo much luſtre, 
ſo much honor. It is not againſt 
Pius VI. that his darts are levelled; but 

againſt all paſtors, and princes: he does 
not hate the man, but abhors in him the 
inherent and eſſential power of curb- 
ing vice, and puniſhing crimes. In 
one word, he glories in being a ſectary 
of modern philoſophy: Philoſophy, 
once the name for virtue, and now the 
denomination of vice; the rallying ſig- 
nal to the outenſts, and the refuſe of 
the world, 

It is this dee a my kms au- 
ditors, which teaches, that the exiſtence 
of God, of an eternal, almighty, all- 
knowing Being, is nothing but the 
phantom of a diſturbed imagination, 
or the invention of crafty impoſtures: 
chat Jeſus Chriſt, (my heart ſhrinks; 
it ſeems to me as if theſe walls would 
ſplit, and fall down, at my 1 epeating 
* anne. yes, Chriſtians, this 
e E 2 PORE 
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philoſophy teaches, that your Father, 
your Redeemer, was no better than a 


malefactor deſervedly condemned to 


death, It is this philoſophy which 


calls religion a mockery; and whilſt it 


robbed the Almighty of his altars, of- 


fered divine honors at the feet of a 
ſtrumpet. This philoſophy laughs at 
the ſanity of the marriage vows; diſ- 
ſolves the bonds, and deſtroys the en- 
dearments of domeſtic union; baniſhes 


all the ſecurity. of public faith, and of 


private engagements. By. this philo- 
ſophy the ambitious and the factious 


are animated to rebellion; the hand of 


the conſpirator is armed; the dagger of 
the father was plunged in the heart of 
his ſon, and that of the ſon in the 


| boſom of his mother. And to encou- 
rage all by the flattering hope of im- 
punity, it proclaims aloud, that no- 


thing exiſts beyond the tomb, no re- 
ward, no puniſhment; and writes in 
capital letters on the manſions of the 


Sant ths: death i is an eternal ſleep, 


Thus 


Thus the aſſaſſin, the adulterer, the par- 
ricide, the blaſphemer, the blackeſt vi- 
ces, the moſt hideous crimes, may 
lay ſecure, forgotten in the darkneſs of 
the grave. 

It was this philoſophy, ou illuſ⸗ 
trious prelates, who ſurround the ſanc- 
tuary, venerable members of the Gal- 
lican clergy, whom I ſee aſſembled here 
to pay the laſt tribute of your venera- 
tion to our common father, it is with 
reluctance that I renew your grief, by 
reviving the memory of your ſlaugh- 
tered brethren, and of your forlorn 
country,) it was this philoſophy which 
flew by hundreds the miniſters of the 
ſanctuary, prieſts, levites, biſhops : their 
blood ran in ſtreams: the walls of the 
temple reſounded with the mournful 
' Lamentations of the innocent victims, 
and the imprecations of their butchers. 
This dragged the mildeſt of monarchs, 
his affectionate royal confort, his all 
virtuous ſiſter to the ſcaffold, with an 
NE worle than death, and with 

a rage 


6 


a rage unſatiated by the deſtruction of 
their ſenſeleſs remains. This ſhortened 
the days of the innocent infant ſon of 
the immolated king. This covered the 
once ſmiling ſoil of France with ruins; 
filled the air with the cries of deſolate 
widows, forlorn parents, orphan chil- 
dren; choaked it's rivers with thou- 
ſands of mangled bodies of the dead, 
heaped up with thoſe of the dying. 
This, this monſter it is, who ſtill de- 
luges Europe with blood; who has car- 
ried the torch of diſcord, and the ſcourge 
of war to Aſia, Africa, America; has be- 
reaved every houſe of comfort, _ 
country of peace. rd 
No wonder then that this Fans 
philoſophy has exerted all it's venom _ 
againſt the chriſtian champion, it's 
greateſt and moſt formidable oppoſer. 
And now we are come to the moſt 
illuſtrious, although the moſt diffi» 
cult, and the moſt painful period of 
the mortal courſe of Pius VI.: when 

_ the virtues that ever ſurrounded 
8 che 


6139 „ 
the pontifical chair, the zeal of the 
apoſtles, the wiſdom of the doctors, 
the firmneſs of the martyrs, were to 
ſhine forth, all united in him, and 
_ Exhibit him in the midſt of the moſt 
trying adverſities, ſtill greater than in 
proſperity. The infernal ſect, which I 
have juſt deſcribed to you, my chriſtian 
- brethren, had begun to fpread it's ma- 
lignant influence long before it broke 
out in thoſe enormities which have diſ- 
graced not leſs than afflicted the preſent 
generation. Their impious, and de- 
ſtructive doctrines were decorated with 
the name of philoſophy, as a bait to the 
lovers of novelty, and a ſeductive in- 
citement to the ſelf . conceited: and, to 
eſtabliſh-the credit of their authors, the 
happineſs of mankind, the deſire of 
delivering them from the bondage of 
ancient prejudices, and to reſtore them 
to their rights, was ever profeſſed as the 
only object of their endeavours. 
The watchful eye of the Roman 
4 n had ſoon detected the growing 


miſchief ; 
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a rage unſatiated by the deſtruction of 
their ſenſeleſs remains. This ſhortened 
the days of the innocent infant ſon of 
the immolated king. This covered the 
once ſmiling ſoil of France with ruins; 
filled the air with the cries of deſolate 
widows, forlorn parents, orphan chil- 
dren; choaked it's rivers with thou- 
ſands of mangled bodies of the dead, 
heaped up with thoſe of the dying. 
This, this monſter it is, who ſtill de- 
luges Europe with blood; who has car- 
ried the torch of diſcord, and the ſcourge 
of war to Aſia, Africa, America; has be- 
reaved every houſe of comfort, every 
country of peace. 1 | 

No wonder then that this * 
philoſophy has exerted all it's venom 
againſt the chriſtian champion, it's 
greateſt and moſt formidable oppoſer. 
And now we are come to the moſt 
illuſtrious, although the moſt diffi» 
cult, and the moſt painful period of 
the mortal courſe of Pius VI.: when 
all the virtues that ever ſurrounded 
the 
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the pontifical chair, the zeal of the 
apoſtles, the wiſdom of the doctors, 


the firmneſs of the martyrs, were to 
ſhine forth, all united in him, and 
exhibit him in the midſt of the moſt 
trying adverſities, ſtill greater than in 
proſperity. The infernal ſect, which I 
have juſt deſcribed to you, my chriſtian 
brethren, had begun to fpread it's ma- 
lignant influence long before it broke 


cout in thoſe enormities which have diſ- 


graced not leſs than afflicted the preſent 
generation. Their impious, and de- 
ſtructive doctrines were decorated with 
the name of philoſophy, as a bait to the 
lovers of novelty, and a ſeductive in- 
citement to the ſelf· conceited: and, to 
eſtabliſh the credit of their authors, the 
happineſs of mankind, the deſire of 
delivering them from the bondage of 
ancient prejudices, and to reſtore them 
to their rights, was ever profeſſed as the 
only object of their endeavours. 
The watchful eye of the Roman 
pontiffs had ſoon detected the growing 
8 miſchief; 
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miſchief; had traced it's courſe, and 
marked it's pernicious tendency. From 
it's very beginning, and repeatedly 
afterwards, they had warned as well 
princes as paſtors of the ſtorm which 
was gathering around; had admoniſh- 
ed them to beware of an evil, which, 
whilſt it openly threatened the altar, 
was ſecretly undermining the throne 
they had exhorted all to join againſt it's 
growth, as likely to prove fatal to 
both; although far leſs formidable to the 
Church; becauſe the edifice of religion, 
ſolid as the rock on which it was found- 
ed, might be aſſailed by the combined 
malice, and fury of it's enemies, yet it 
could not fall, ſecure in the promiſe of 
it's divine Architect, that the gates of 
hell ſhould not prevail againſt it. But, 
whether from the contempt of a danger 
by ſome deemed below their attentiofl; 
whether from the flattering aſpect 
which i preſented to others; or rather 
from the overflowing meaſure of our 
fins, which had prov6ked the wrath of 
. | God 
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God to our puniſhment ; whatever the 
cauſe may have been, which belongs 
not to us to inveſtigate, be it ſufficient 
to. obſerve, that the voice of his vicars 
was totally diſregarded, as if they were 
more ſolicitous of their own, than of 
the common ſafety. 

When therefore Pius VI. was raiſed 
to the papal chair, he found the evil ſo 
widely propagated, that there ſcarcely 
remained a country free from the in- 
fection. In conſequence, not leſs atten- 
tive, nor leſs jealous, . than his prede- 
ceſſors, he did not ceaſe to excite on 
every occaſion ; (and how many occa- 
ſions offered to overwhelm his heart 
with anxious grief;) never, I ſay, did 
Pius VI. ceaſe to excite all to a ſenſe of 
their danger; and to exhort them to 
| oppoſe the common enemy, But, alas! 
the time ſoon came, when overgrown, 
and enhardened by it's own ſtrength, 
and the neglect of others, giant like it 

burſt forth in the capital of the French 
empire. You may remember, beloved 
F auditors, 
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auditors, what was our amazement, 
| when we ſaw that once flouriſhing king- 
dom devoted to all the miſeries of civil 
_ convulſions ; that nation, where .ſo 
many of the principal luminaries of . 
chriſtianity had ſhone forth, expoſed to 
all the horrors of incredulity ; it's paſ- 
tors, it's magiſtrates, the firſt ordersof the 
kingdom, the public and private rights, 
the laws, the monarch in danger: and 
then it was, my beloved, that the great 
ſoul of Pius, inflamed with zeal for the 
honor of God; his tender heart pene- 
trated at the aſpect of the calamities 
impending over his children, made him 
riſe above himſelf, to the ſublimity, if 
ſublimity comes within the reach of 
man; (but of what is not man capable, 
when led and ſupported by the hand 
of the Almighty?) Yes, Chriſtians, Yes, 
then Pius roſe equal to the ſublimity of 
his office, the Vicar of Jeſus Chriſt, 
To relate, my brethren, all the acts of 
Pius, in that diſaſtrous moment, would 
| i our tracing the whole of the 
French 


Ta) 
French revolution : : it would be neceſ- | 
ſary, to recall to your memory the 
various attempts made on the ſanctu- 
ary, to invade it's boundaries, to an- 
nul it's laws, to alter it's inſtitutions, 
to profane it's rites, to proſcribe it's 
doctrines; all thoſe attempts, in one 
word, which ended, in that ill fated 
country, by the total abolition, not of 
the catholic faith alone, but of the very 
name of Chriſtianity, But I will not 
_ exerciſe your patience with a detail of 
events, which are till preſent to your 
minds. Let it be pronounced at once, 
that there is no part of the paſtoral 
duty, however difficult, which Pius VI. 
did not perform; no neceſſity, however 
remote, for which he did not provide, 
with the tenderneſs of a father, and the 
providential care of a pontiff. You, re- 
verend prelates, numerous as you are; 
and let it be ſaid to the honor of the 
. Gallican church, few indeed, very few 
of it's ſons have ungratefully deſerted 
it's banners, to enliſt with Baal; you 
F 2 | partakers 
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partakers then of his cares, as you were 
afterwards of his ſufferings, I call on 
you to deelare, if one moment of that 
fatal period paſſed, without bringing to 
you ſome proof of Pius's unceaſing ſo- 
| licitude, Did his advice forſake you 
in the perplexity of your doubts? Did 
his aſſiſtance deſert you in the preſ- 
ſure of your tribulations? Did he fail 
to relieve you from your anxieties, to 
provide for the neceſſities of your flocks 
againſt the time, when new difficulties 
might obſtruct your acceſs to the ſu- 
preme paſtor? No, the days of that 
fatal period were not more diſtinguiſh- 
ed by the courſe of the planets, and 
the revolutions of the ſeaſons, than by 
ſome particular mark of Pius's zeal to 
afford to his diſtreſſed brethren, and 
afflicted children, counſel, help, cou- 
rage, and comfort. Thoſe letters, 

_ worthy of the brighteſt ages of chriſti- 
anity, and of it's greateſt luminaries, 
which Pius VI. addreſſed to you, reve- 
rend prelates, and thoſe to your perſe- 
. py 3 cuted 
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cuted monarch, in order to confirm 
him in his magnanimous reſolutions, 
and to alleviate his forrows; thoſe 
letters will remain an everlaſting mo- 
nument to the lateſt poſterity, of the 
vigilance, the wiſdom, the piety of 
the pontiff, whom God in the pro- 
vidence of his counſels, had reſerved 
for the government of his church, in 
one of the moſt tremendous tempeſts, 
with which it was ever afflicted. In 
the mean time the temples of his 
capital, and throughout his dominions, 
were inceſſantly reſounding with pub- 
lic prayers imploring mercy from hea- 
ven ; and he proſtrate to the ground, 
bathed in tears, was offering himſelf as 
a victim of expiation for the {ins of his 
Park. | 
But the moment was come, views : 
Chriſtians, regiſtered in the eternal 
decrees, to call us to a ſenſe of our 
_ crimes, by the ſeverity of the puniſh- 
ment. The torrent of impiety, having at 
ws m FW down every fence, and ſur- 
mau 


(46) 
mounted all bounds, overflowed with 
it's ravaging fury every part of the 
kingdom of France, You may perhaps 
conceive how the apoſtolical zeal, how | 
the paternal heart of Pius were affected, 
when he learned that the throne, and 
the altar, were equally levelled to the 
ground; when he was informed, that 
ſo numerous and ſo precious a portion 
of the flock of Chriſt was delivered up 
a prey to the rapaciouſneſs of helliſh 
wolves, the ſheep diſperſed, the ſhnep- 
herds baniſhed, or ſlain. But how, or 
in what words ſhall I be able to repre- 
ſent to you, or what colours can poſſibly 
delineate the mortal anguiſh of his ſoul, 
when the mournful ſound, which filled 
all Europe with horror, announced to 
him, that Louis XVI., the moſt Chriſ- 
tian King, the firſt born child of the 
church, had fallen a victim to the. fury 
of infernal hands; that the ancient, 
noble trunk, ſo famous for the crowns, 
the trophies, the holy enſigns of 
fanRified virtue, which adorned | it; 
e : Was 
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1 
was cut down by a ſacrilegious ax, 
it's branches ſcattered, itſelf delivered 
up a prey to the flames? How did 
Pius bemoan the deſolation for which 
his grey hairs were reſerved, when he 
announced to the ſacred College the 
cruel loſs of his beloved ſon! How 
he execrated the impious act, which 
had robbed ſovereignty of one of it's 
moſt illuſtrious ornaments, religion of 
one of it's firmeſt ſupports, the world 
of one of the brighteſt examples of 
chriſtian virtue! How was the univer- 
ſal diſtreſs redoubled, at the ſight of 
the grief of Pius, when the ſolemn ſa- 
cred rites were performed for the repoſe 
of the ſoul of the martyred Louis! 
His anxiety at the ſame time and his 
paternal care, for the ſcattered remains 
the miniſters of the profaned ſanc- 
tuary were redoubled. His arms were 
opened to them; his towns offered 
them a friendly aſylum; his capital, 
where the illuſtrious princeſſes, aunts 
af the immolated monarch, had fled 
8 „ from 
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from the rage of his rebellious ſubjects, 


afforded to all the bleſſings of hoſpita» 
lity, Oh, had his means been-equal to 
the greatneſs of his foul! there was not 


one whom the fury of perſecution 


had ſcattered through the remotelt 
countries, who would not have felt the 
ardent charity of the univerſal -paſtor, 
Like St. Peter to his diſperſed brethren 
of Pontus, Galatia, and Cappadocia, he 


adminiſtered by his letters to all what 


remained in his power, the comfort of 
his ſympathizing tenderneſs, the balm 
of ſpiritual conſolation. 

Whilſt thus bewailing in his 8 | 
cell the calamities of the church of 


France, and wholly intent on the relief 


of it's perſecuted miniſters, the renown 


reached the ears of the afflicted pontiff 


of one of the nobleſt actions, of which 
human nature is capable. Britons, oh! 


I could wiſh that all the inhabitants of 


this happy land might now hear my 


voice! that I had ſtrength and words 


equal to the emotions which I feel in 


E.G 2 
my breaſt, beholding this aſſembly of 
confeſſors of the faith of Chriſt, who 
form a crown about the tomb of his 
martyred Vicar, thoſe illuſtrious exiles 
whom I ſee around me; to whom, per- 
ſecuted in their ungrateful country, 
fugitives from it's polluted ſhores, this 
hoſpitable land has afforded ſhelter in 
their dangers, relief from their diſtreſſes 
This is the action, Britons, of which I 
ſpeak ; the brighteſt, the moſt noble of 
all your actions; which alone will ſuf- 
fice to tranſmit your name to poſterity; 
which will be repeated to the end of 
time, from generation to generation. 
You have done many, and mighty 
things: your conqueſts extend from 
the riſing to the ſetting ſun; the wiſ⸗ 
dom of your laws is every where 
known; your wealth, and power is the 
envy of nations: new countries pay 
homage to your banners, new languages 
repeat your name; Neptune (were a 
profane image permitted in this place) 
to your hands, I would ſay, Neptune 
15 7 a has 
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has reſigned his trident, with the em- 
pire of the ſea; your fame has no 
limits, except thoſe of the hemiſpheres: 

Well indeed it may be pronounced of 
you, what the poet ſung of the founder 
of the Roman empire: Imperium pela- 
go, faman qui terminat aſtris. You 
have done ſtill more: when affrighten- 
ed Europe retreated before the monſter, 
' which menaced it with utter deſtruc- 
tion, you alone oppoſed it; you check- 
ed it's courſe; your heroic example 
inſpired in others freſh courage. 
Great however, magnanimous, won- 
derful, as theſe things ſeem, they are 
not the moſt” glorious of your deeds ; 
they are not thoſe which diſtinguiſh 
you from all the nations of the world; 
thoſe: which no pen, no tongue, will 
ever ceaſe to commemorate. You have 
relieved oppreſſed humanity ; you have 
_ relieved it in your rivals; you have 
ſtretched. out your hand to them, you 
have raiſed them up, you have wiped their 
tears, you, have at their wounds: 
"> this, 
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this, Britons, 1s your great, your 
ſublime, your unparalleled, unpartici- 
pated glory. Of all your achievements, 
grand indeed, and - aſtoniſhing, ſome 
envy may extenuate; of ſome the me- 
mory may be obliterated by time; ſome 
may be repreſented as not peculiar to 
_ yourſelves: even fortune, who affects 
to determine the fate of battles, and to 
command the billows of the ſea, will 
claim to herſelf a part: and there is 
nothing, however ſolid and firm, which 
is not ſubject to the viciſſitudes of hu- 
man events. But to have conquered 
the paſſions inherent to the heart of 
man; to have forgotten at once the 
' animoſities of ages; to haye ſtifled the- 
voice of deep rooted prejudice; to have 
raiſed up the objects of your former | 
reſentment.z to have taken them to 
your boſom ; this, Britons, generous 
"Britons, this is a conqueſt which ſur- 
paſſes all other. conqueſts; this a tri- 
umpgh, which outſhines the ſplendor of 
all other triumphs: this a glory which 
0 a: * | 18 
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is all, all your own; of which no other 
nation can boaſt z in which fortune 
can claim no ſhare; which no envy 
can extenuate, no length of time, or 
viciſſitude of events, can impair. 
When the fame of this action reach- 
ed the pontiff's ears, an action I had 
almoſt pronounced more than human, 
a beam of joy, for the firſt time, broke 
in upon the ſoul of the diſconſolate 
Pius. His eyes were ſeen overflowing 
with tears of tenderneſs ; his heart was 
penetrated by all the ſoft feelings of 
gratitude. You Britons were ever 
dear to him; then however he preſſed 
you more to his heart: his arms were 
opened to your valiant brethren ; his 
attention was ever occupied in giving 
them tokens of his affection. He 
thought he never could applaud you 
nanimous generoſity to the prelates: of 
Germany, inviting them to partake of 
his conſolation. Some of you likewiſe, - 
_ reverend prelates, can teſtify in what a 

= . | ſtyle + 
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ſtyle of tenderneſs he addreſſed you, in 
order to excite you and your colleagues 
to a greater ſenſe of gratitude, if greater 
than what you already felt were poſſi- 
ble. He exhorted all to join him in this 
his conſtant prayer; that the Almighty 
Diſpenſer of all good, would protect 
. with the power of his arm the mighty 

monarch of the Britiſh empire, crown 
with victory his arms fighting for the 
honor of God, and for the relief of hu- 
manity, and ſhower with a bountiful 
hand on his royal conſort, on his family, 
and on his ſubjedts the fulneſs of his 
3 
But now, my beloved, the moment 
was approaching, when the enemies 
of Pius VI., the enemies, I ſhould 
ſay, of God and man, were to be per- 
mitted to vent all their fury againſt 
the Lord's anointed. The moment 
was arrived, when the Almighty Will 
ordained, that an example ſhould be 
_ exhibited to the world, in his own 
"Vicar, of the moſt ſublime fortitude, 
tt ENG and 
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and the moſt patient reſi ignation; when 
all the virtues which had hitherto 
adorned Pius VI. were to be crowned 
by thoſe, which dignify a martyr: thus 
to tranſmit in him a perfect model to 
future ages of a chriſtian hero. Im- 
piety, from the beginning of it's courſe, 
had aſſumed various forms, it had diſ- 
guiſed itſelf under various ſhapes, either 
to ſurpriſe the pontiff*s vigilance, or to 
deceive his ſagacity. Sometimes it's 
ſatellites exhibited before him a flatter- 
ing aſpect, meaning to ſoften his firm- 
neſs; ſometimes they put on a threaten- 
ing appearance, to ſhake his courage: 
the chriſtian champion erect and im- 
moveable, rejected their ſolicitations, 
and ſcorned their threats. No avenue 
could they find to his heart: nothing 
could reconcile ſanity with impiety, 
virtye with vice, honor with infamy. 
Thus having in vain laboured, to plant 
in his capital their boaſted ftandard, 
the ſignal of rebellion againſt God, and 
kings; ; they | invaded his do- 
| minions, 
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minions, and more perfidiouſly ſtill, 
they wreſted from him, under the trea- 
cherous name of an armiſtice, ſome of 
the moſt flouriſhing provinces of his 
crown. Abandoned to himſelf, void 
of every ſupport, or aſſiſtance, how 
could the pacific ſovereign reſiſt a vic- 
torious hoſt, whoſe power and inſidious 
machinations had baffled the combined 
ſtrength of Europe? But nothing could 
ſhake the undaunted ſoul of the pontiff; 
who afterwards, when preſſed to ſign 
conditions injurious to the holy truſt 
committed to his care, offered himſelf 
to death, like the generous Eleazar be- 
fore the enraged Antiochus, rather than 
betray the ſanctity of his character. 

The war againſt him was upon this 
inſtantly renewed, if ſuch a name can 
be given to the ruſhing of famiſhed, 
; treacherous. wolves againſt the innocent 
defenceleſs lamb: a peace indeed fol- 
lowed, but ſuch a peace as others have 

experienced from the good faith of 
thoſe new maſters of philoſophy ; who 
| ſhortly 


The Pariſian tyrants had never forgot- + 
ten, that Pius VI. alone had from the 
1 u firſt moment a their perfi- 


e 
| ſhortly after, under the ſpeci ous pre- 


text of a provocation, of which they 
themſelves were the authors, invaded 
the reſt of his dominions, and ſeized 


upon his capital, It belongs not to my 
theme, beloved auditors, to relate to 
vou the perfidious profeſſions, under 


which the French horde paved the way 
for their eaſy admittance into Rome; 


nor the wanton ravages, by which that 


admired metropolis, the nurſe of ſci- 
ences, and the ſeat of the fine arts, was 
afterwards reduced from the ſummit of 


ip lendor, and happineſs, to the loweſt | 


verge of abjectneſs, and miſery, For 
of Pius alone I ſpeak: and it was not ſo 
much the greedineſs of plunder, which 
carried the treacherous commander and 
his followers to the peaceable reſidence 
of Pius VI., as it was a long conceived 
hatred againſt the great pontiff, and 

their impious enmity to our holy faith. 
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dious deſigns, however maſked under 
the ſpecious pretext of labouring to 
conſolidate the bafis of the throne, by 
ameliorating the condition of it's ſub- 
jects. They had the example, ſtill re- 
cent in their memory, he had ſet to 
the other potentates of Europe, by his 
peremptory refuſal to receive their am- 
baſſador. The panegyric he had pro- 
nounced of their immolated monarch, 
remained an everlaſting monument of 
their wickedneſs. His friendly attention 
to the Britiſh nation added every day 
freſh fuel to their animoſity: and above 
all what directed their ſteps to the capi- 
tal of Chriſtianity, was the infatuated 
hope of being able to ſtrike the laſt fatal 
blow to religion, by depriving; it of it's 
guide, and maſter. Hence it is, that 
they had overrun and laid waſte other 
countries, but none exiſted where they 
_ diſplayed fuch wanton barbarity as that 
which they exerciſed againſt Pius VI. 
Do not expect, beloved auditors, to 
hear from me all the horrors committed 
1 H at 


( 8 ) 
at that unexampled period: my voice is 
exhauſted; and J haſten to the conclu- 
ſion of my oration. Beſides, who could 
be able to deſcribe them? Not ſatisfied 
with having invaded his dominions, 
occupied his capital, hurled him from 
his throne, planted under his eyes the 
ſignal for rebellion; they tear the meek 
inoffenſive pontiff from the ſanctuary, 
and lead him into captivity. What ef- 
fect could not at all times produce, even 
upon the moſt determined enemy, the 
ſight of princely greatneſs labouring un- 
der the reverſes of fortune? Who 
would not be ſtruck with reverence at 
the majeſtic aſpect of a miniſter of God? 
The proud Alexander in the midſt of 
battles, contending for the empire of 
Aſia, wept over the fate of Darius, 
| The ferocious Attila breathing revenge 

_ againſt Rome, was ſoftened into pity at 
the appearance of St. Leo. Does there 

exiſt upon earth a ſpot ſo ſavage, where 

old age is not reſpected, where infirmity 

is not compaſſionated? It was reſerved 

for 


\ 
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for thoſe men, whom a ſympathy of 


character alone can aflimilate to heroes, 
to lay violent hands on a defenceleſs old 
man. It was reſerved for the boaſted 
humanity of the preſent age, for the 
diſgrace of civilized Europe, to behold 
the anointed of God, the univerſal paſ- 
tor, the ſublimeſt of all earthly dignities, 
a pontiff and a ſovereign, dragged in 
chains, hurried in the dead of the night 
on a fatiguing journey, without reſt, 
without repoſe, without ſcarcely the 
means left him to guard againſt the ſe- 
verity of the ſeaſon. Oh angels! Oh 
heavenly ſpirits aſſiſt, defend the op- 
preſſed miniſter of our Lord. You who 
| were uſed to watch inviſible at his cele- 
| bration of the tremendous myſteries, 
ſurround him now abandoned by all; 
protect him from the fury of the ſtorm, 
which is about to overwhelm him. Oh 
ye holy apoſtles! Oh St. Peter! Oh st. 
Paull ye founders of chriſtian Rome, 
why was he not rather immolated at 
518 ſhrine, before your altars? Why, ; 
i ſince 


R 
ſince his life was to be cloſed by martyr · 
dom, why was he not permitted to ſhed 
his blood, where his tears had been ſo 
often ſhed over the calamities of chriſ 


tianity? 


But where am I led away y through 
_ exceſs of grief? Oh my God! how 
wonderful are thy ways! how aftoniſh- 
ing. the providence of thy councils! 
Thou didſt ſee, O Lord, the univerſal 
affliction, when the return of day an- 
nounced to the inhabitants of Rome the 
fad tidings, that Pius VI. was loſt to 

them for ever. Thou didſt hear the 
groans of the orphans, and of the wi- 
dows bewailing their departed father 
and friend; the plaintive accents of the 
ſacred virgins, and of the miniſters of 


| the altar calling out for their guardian 


and paſtor, It was not thy will to 
crown with ſucceſs the efforts of his 
faithful ſubjects, riſing in arms againſt 
the perpetrators of the perfidious deed. 
With one ſingle breath thou couldſt 
have diſpe ſed the ere band, 


like - 
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like duſt before the wind : but it was 
through the permiſſion of the Omnipo- 


tent, my beloved, that violent hands 


had been laid on his ſervant; and it 


was through the wiſdom of his pro- 
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vidence, that the conſummation of 


his martyrdom was delayed. If one 
ſtroke had ended the ſufferings of 
Pius, that ſame ſtroke would have 
deprived our corrupted age of the ſub- 
lime example of a chriſtian champion 
unſhaken by the fury of - perſecution. 
Sienna, Florence, Valence, could not 
then have related the calm reſignation 
with which the innocent Pius VI. bore 
his captivity. The ſame Florence could 
not have deſcribed the chriſtian pa- 


tience, with which he ſubmitted to the 


. outrageous cruelty of his gaolers, tear- 
ing the bandages from his wounds, to 
gratify their ſavage curioſity. The 
people of Italy, thoſe of France, Bo- 
logna, Turin, Parma, Briangon, the 
Alps and the Apennines, the Po and 
__- * could not then have wit- 

neſſed 
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neſſed the ſerene tranquillity of his 
countenance, whilſt hurried from pri- 
ſon to priſon, ſinking at every ſtep 
through exceſs of weakneſs, worn down 
by a conſuming illneſs, robbed of the + 
comfort and aſſiſtance of his faithful 
ſervants. 'They could not have admired 
the forticude of his magnanimous ſoul, 
whilſt dragged to end his days in a pol- 
lated land, till ſmoaking with heca- 
tombs of human victims, till recking ; 
with the blood of thouſands of his ſons. 

Had one ſtroke ended the martyrdom ' 
of Pius; how. much ſeverer beſides the 
common loſs! He from his priſon, like 
another St. Paul, continued to admi- 
niſter, by his letters, advice and com- 
fort to.the diſperſed paſtors, and mini- 
ſters of the goſpel. From his priſon 


he cautioned the people of Rome againſt ” 


the ſnares laid to entice them to take 
unlawful oaths. + From his priſon he 
provided for the neceſſities of the uni- 
verſal church, againſt the period when 

it was to be bereaved of its paſtor. And 
„„ no 
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. who could have ſupplied all theſe parts, 
if the Almighty had not been pleaſed 
to prolong the martyrdom of his Vicar? 
But there is ſtill, dear Chriſtians, ſome- 
thing more Wonderful to be admired in 
the ways of Providence. It had reſerved 
the holy pontiff for the great work of 
_ reviving in the people of France by his 
preſence thoſe remaining ſparks of reli- 
gion, which the combined powers of 
hell had in vain laboured to extin- 
guiſh. At the approach of Pius every 
breaſt felt the inſpiration ; nor could 
the threats of armed ſatellites, nor the 
frown of tyrants, prevent their mani- 
feſting the glowing flame. The ſur- 
rounding towns and villages were emp- 
tied of their inhabitants haſtening to 
meet him: the roads were crowded 
with all ſexes, all ages. Then at his 
appearance you might have. heard an 
univerſal cry of teaderneſs : you might 
have ſeen all preſſing around him; 
ſome ſtrewing the road with flowers, 
others * over it t their garments, 
Wh others 
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others contending for the baer of car- 
rying his litter; whilſt every eye was 
bathed in tears, every mouth called out 
for his bleſſing. That journey of Pius 
from Briangon to Valence, that jour- 
ney, my beloved auditors, to his laſt 
priſon, was not the march of a dethron- 
ed ſovereign led into captivity amongſt 
his enemies; ,it was the return of a 

long expected parent to the arms of 
his children. 

But, alas! the ſight of that em 
pile calls back to my mind the ſorrow- 
ful recollection, that ſoon after the chriſ- 
tian champion reſigned his victorious 
ſoul to the boſom of his Creator. Pius, 
beloved auditors, Pius VI. is no more! 
Holy miniſters of the altar, venerable 
paſtors, dear brethren, we have loſt our 
father. But weep not for him: wo to 
- whe great who die in ſin; for it is writ- 
ten, ſharp judgment awaits thoſe who 
are in high ſtations, and mighty men 
ſhall be mightily tormented ; Pins, the 


innocent, the virtuous Pius died the 


death - 
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death of the juſt, The ſervant died as 
the Maſter had died; the delegated 
pontiff as the high eternal Pontift Chriſt. 
His laſt agonizing breath, the laſt words 
pronounced by his trembling. lips were 
uttered. to implore from the all-merci- 
ful God forgiveneſs to his perſecutors, 
tranquillity to chriſtianity, peace to the 
world. Therefore mourn not for him, 
my beloved: for ourſelves we muſt 
weep; it is our loſs we moſt lament, 
abandoned in this dark vale of miſery, 
bereaved- of his aſſiſtance, deprived of 
our comforter. And oh! may the juſt 
wrath. of the Almighty be appealed! 
may his mercy have accepted this vic- 
tim of expiation for our accumulated 
ſins! Thy bleſſed foul, great Pius, is now 
receiving in heaven the crown, which the 
never- failing word of God has promiſed 
to his faithful ſervants; thou art paſſed 
from theſe regions of ſorrow to the 
manſions of everlaſting happineſs: look 
down upon us, dear father, behold this 
portion of thy family afſembled here, 

De 3 to 


— " * 2 
Fr / et Bon Tg oe 


. * 
777 rent en a 


F 


KF: 
| 
i 
17 
{ * 
1 


1 


to pay to thee the laſt tribute of their 


veneration and love. As to thy name; 


wherever virtue ſhall be reſpected; as 


long as the memory of the dreadful 
calamities, which have afflicted our age, 
ſhall remain; and it ſhall remain for 
ever; the name of Pius VI. ſhall at the 
ſame time be repeated with reverence, 
tenderneſs, admiration. 

And you, my beloved bellen, whilſt 
the ſacred miniſters are proceeding to 
the concluſion of their pious ceremo- 
res; ſend up from the bottom of your 
hearts hymns of thanks to the all-boun- 
teous God]; ſince at the moment, when 
impiety ſeems every where conſpiring 
to profane the ſanctuary, or intrude on 
it's boundaries, it is given to us, to be 
aſſembled within the walls of this tem- 


ple, to celebrate, for the departed pon- 


tiff, the ſolemn rites -praſeonies. by our 
holy Pe | 


mas 
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THE 


Thr obſequies for His Holineſ Pope 
Prus VI. were performed on the 16th 
November 1799, in London, in the 
public chapel of St. Patrick, Soho 
Square, which was all hung with black, 
having abundance of tapers in ſconces 
againſt the walls, interſper ſed with va- 
rious emblems of the pontifical dignity. 
In the ſpaces between the pillars form- 
ing the middle nave, were the follow- 
ing inſcriptions : 


SAPIENTIAM EJUS ENARRABUNT GEN. 
'TES ET LAUDEM EJUS ANUNTIABIT 
 ECCLESIA. || LD) 


oe" RECEDET MEMORIA EJUS ET 
NOMEN EJUS REQUIRETUR A GENE. 
RATIONE IN GENERATIONEM. 


NON SOLUM ALLIGARI SED ET MORI | 
| PARATUS PROPTER NOMEN DOMINI 
JESU. 


"F< QUASI 
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' QUASI SOL REFULGENS SIC ILLE EFFUL- 


SIT IN TEMPLO DEI. 


HONESTAVIT ILLUM DEUS IN LABORI- 
- BUS, ET COMPLEVIT LABORES ILLIUS. 


 VISUS EST OCULIS INSIPIENTIUM MORI 


IIR AUTEM EST IN PACE. — 
BONUM CERTAMEN CERTAVIT CURSUM 
CONSUMAVIT FIDEM SERVAVIT. 


PASTOR BONUS QUI ANIMAM SUAM 
POSUIT PRO OVIBUS SUIS. 


' DIU NOCTUQUE FUGIEBAT SOMNUS AB 


OCULIS EJUS PRO GREGIBUS DOMINI. 


SACERDOS MAGNUS QUI IN DIEBUS 
SUIS PLACUIT DEO ET INVENTUS EST 
 JUSTVS. 


REPOSITA EST EI CORONA 'JUSTITLE, 
QUAM REDDET EI DOMINUS We 
JUDEX. 


In the middle roſe a magnificent tu- 
mulus, ſurrounded by many rows of 


torches, and tapers, covered by a cano- 
py richly adorned: upon the tumulus 
repoſed the triple crown on a large 
cuſhion; at the two ends of the tumu- 


lus 


6609 
lus were the pontiff's family arms, and 


on _ two ſides the — inſerip- 
tion: 


PIO VI. PONT. MAX. 
— 
CHRISTIAN RELIGIONIS ODIO 
IN CAPTIVITATEM DUCTUS 
. 
VALENTLE IN GALLIA 


D. XXIX AUG. 
A. CIyIzCCLXXXXAIX. 


Under the organ at the end of the 
chapel facing the altar appeared the 
following inſeription: 


PIUS VI. 
BORN AT CESENA XXVII DEC. MDCCXVII 
'ELECTED POPE XV FEBR. MDCCLXXV. 
A JUST MUNIFICENT MAGNANIMOUS PRINCE | 
_ A PONTIFF 
' REVERED FOR HIS PIETY AND ZEAL 
IN THE CAUSE OF RELIGION 


LED 
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LED BY ITS ENEMIES INTO CAPTIVITY 3 


WHILST FURNISHING IN THE MIDST OF ADVERSITY . 
AND SUFFERINGS 


THE BRIGHTEST EXAMPLE 
OF CHRISTIAN PATIENCE 
AND UNSUBDUED FORTITUDE. 
HE RESIGNED HIS VIRTUOUS SOUL 
T0 THE BOSOM OF HIS GOD 
AT VALENCE IN FRANCE XXIX AUG, MDCCLXXXXIX 
FORGIVING HIS PERSECUTORS 
AND PRAYING 
FOR | THE RESTORATION OF TRANQUILLITY 
| 10 THE CHURCH 
AND TO THE WORLD. 


The great Maſs was celebrated as 
the Right Rev. Dr, Douglaſs, Biſhop 
of Centuria, Apoſtolic Vicar of the 
London Diſtrict, with all the attend- 
ance and ſolemnity preſcribed by the 
Pontificale Romanum, and the Cære- 
moniale, accompanied by the organ, 
and a numerous choir of voices. The 
Maſs finiſhed, a funeral oration was 
: delivered by the Rev. Dr. O'Leary ; 


after 
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after which the abſolutions were given 
by the Biſhops of Lombez, Rhodes, 
Montpelier, Waterford, and the ſame 
Right Rev. Dr. Douglaſs. 


During the time of ſervice, beſides 
the ſaid Biſhops, the Archbiſhop of 
Narbonne, with the Biſhops of Nantes, 
Angouleme, Arras, Uſez, Comminges, 
Troyes, St. Pol de Leon, Leſcars, Mou- 
lins, aſſiſted within the ſanctuary, re- 
ceived by Monſignore Erſkine at their 
coming in, and thanked by him when 

they retired. Three more French 
Biſhops at that time in London, and 
invited like the reſt, were prevented by 
illneſs from being preſent. | 


On the ſide nave of the chapel, on 
the goſpel-ſide, a tribune was prepared, 
where the Imperial, Auſtrian and Ruſ- 
ſian, miniſters, and thoſe of Naples, 
Sardinia, Portugal and Bavaria aſſiſted, 
with ſome of their ladies, and various 
PRIN of diſtinction, All the other 


tribunes 
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tribunes round the chapel, as well as the 


lower part, were filled with people of all 
ranks, many of them of a different reli- 
gious perſuaſion ; who, one and all, 


attended to the ſolemnity of the ſervice, 
with edifying piety, and decorum. 
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